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Some explanations of the birth-right and 
blessing, which Jacob obtained from 
Esau ; and in what sense Jacob was 
loved and Esau hated. 

The conjectures of men respecting the 
birth-right and blessing have been various 
and very dissimilar. Our calvinistic brethren 
suppose that the doctrine of electioa to end- 
less life and reprobation to endless misery 
is ported hereby: that Jacob is an in- 
iligton to endless life; and Esau 
an inst of reprobation to endless woe. 
Tiney suppose, likewise, that as this elec- 
tion, in the one case, and reprobation, in 
the other, was before either Jacob or Esau 
were born or had done any good or evil, 
that the purpéses of God according to elec- 
tion might stand ; that God, therefore,from 
all eternity, did love Jacob and destined 
him to endless life ; and, fron all eternity, 
did hate “sau, and appointed him to end- 
less misery. : 

Much has been built on this passage,— 
& Jacob have I loved, but Esiu have I ha- 
ted.”—The birth-right, ¢one>rning which 
so much has been said, consisted in certain 
>riveqos and ‘ainani ope alitiey te the 
first born, commonly called * privileges of 
primogeniture.” 

The first-born was consecrated to the 
Lord, Exod. xxii. 29. He had a double 
portion of the estate allotted him, Deut. xxi. 
17. Hehad a dignity and authority over 
his brethren, Gen. xlix. 3. He succeeded 
in the government of the family or king- 
dom, 2Chron. xxi. 3. and. as some, with 
good reason, imagine, sucteeded. to the 
priesthood or chief government in matters 
ecclesiastical. These prerogatives were 
not confined to his person only, but descend- 
ed to, his latest posterity, in case their con- 
duct was good. 

The privileges of the birth-right might be 
forfeited, and were forfeited to Reuben, Ja- 
cob’s first-born, Gen. xlix. 1,&c. They 
were forfeited to Esau, as we have seen ;— 
and to Jacob’s whole posterity they were 
forfeited whenthey were broken off for their 
unbelief. It is evident that if the birth- 
right and blessing could be forfeited to one 
person, that they could be received and en- 
joyed by another. Thus the birth-right 





forfeited to Esau descended to Jacob ; the 
birth-right forfeited to Reuben, descended 
to Levi,as to the priesthood: to Judah,as 
to the government ; and to Joseph, as to 
the double portion. It is, likewise, evident 
that the privileges of promogeniture and the 
blessing forfeited tothe Jewish nation,kave 
now descended to the Gentiles; so that 
the first are last and the last are now first. 

We have now described the birth-right, 
and in some measure, anticipated the bles- 
sing. Itis unaccountable how the chris- 
tian world should ever have believed, that 
the blessing, here intended, meant eternal 
life ; and that a forfeiture of this blessing, 
meant eternal woe. 

The blessing here intended was confined 
to favors here intime, and it comprehended 
spiritual privileges, temporal good things 3 
together with dignity and authority. God 
had promised to Abraham that in his seed 
all the families of the earth should be bless- 
ed. This seed was the Messiah, which was 
to come, and he was to come in the line of 


the first-born and of him who had the:blese | 


sing. | 
~ JThusissac_ was. the first-born and the 
progenitor of the Messiah : Jacob, by ob- 


| taining the birth-right and blessing, from 


Esau, who was the elder ;_ become the pro- 
genitor of the Messiah ; and with this were 
connected the spiritual privileges: to’ be’en- 
joyed on earth. Thus the Jewish nation, 
descended from Jacob, were favored with 
the divine oracles and all the privileges of 
the legal dispensation ; while Esau and his 
posterity were deprived. The_blessingyto 
' Jacob and Esau,for substance,was the same. 
| The dew, which means spiritual privileges, 
to Jacob was first, because he had stepped 
into the place of the first-born, had the 
birth-right and the blessing. But this bles. 
sing to Jacob and his posterity was not e- 
ternal life ; ifit had been, it never could 
have been forfeited: bat it has been for- 
feited ; consequently Isaac in blessing E- 
sau, seems to have hada view of Jacob’s 
defection, and therefore blessed Esau with 
the dew of heaven, as spiritual privileges 
io be enjoyed after Jacob had forfeited his, 

Thus if we consider the two blessings to 
Jacob and Esau, they are, in substance, the 
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same ; the dew, or spiritual privileges fist 
to Jacob, together with the fatness of the 
earth and dominion over his brethren : to 
Esau it was the fatness of the earth and 
then the dew of heaven and the dominion. 

Thus the apostle, Heb. xi. 20, says, by 
faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau con- 
cerning thingsto come. Here it is evident 
that both Jacob and Esau were blessed by 
Isaac, and their blessing was the same, dif- 
fering in the order of conveyance ; the dew 
of heaven to Jacob first, and the same dew 
to Esau last. 

Obj. Does not Paul say, Heb. xii. 17. 
For ye know how that afterwards when he 
would have obtained the ble.sing he was re- 
jected? Ans. He was rejected as the first 
born; he was rejected as a progenitor of 
the Messiah, and he was rejected as to the 
spiritual privileges first to be enjoyed; but 
he was not finally rejected as to the blessing, 
for, both in temporal and spiritual good 


things. his blessing was the same as that of 


Jacob’s. 

This idea of Esau’s blessing perfectly 
comports with the whole economy of salva- 
tion. Every thing pertaining to this sub- 


_ ject demonstrates, that the divine intention 
was, that the Gentiles, equally with the 


Jews, should be saved. 

Thus Abraham was called, not in circum- 
cision, but in uncircumcision ; and the rea- 
son assigned is, that he might be the father 
of many nations. ‘Thus Esau was blessed 
with the dew as well as Jacob, although it 


-was last as to the order of time, and so an- 


swered the salvation of the Gentiles. 

It will now be asked, in what sense God 
‘ loved Jacob and hated Esau.’ Malachi, i. 
33) Rom. ix. 13. The love of God to Ja- 
cob, in the case before us, was his choice, 
(for reasons best known to himself, thai 
Jacob and his posterity should, first, enjoy 
the spiritual privileges and be the line in 
which the Savieur should come, though he 
was the younger brother. The hatred to 
Esau was his rejection from those privileg- 
es, which belonged to him as the first-born. 
He, (Esau,) having sold his birth-right, and 
Jacob being in possession of that by com- 
pact; Jacob must be considered as the first- 
born, and, as the birth-right and blessing 
were to meet in the same person, the conse- 
quence is, that Jacob, tn a sense, was enti- 
tled 10 the blessing. This being designed 
in divine Providence to be the case, it was 


effected and brought to pass as we have, 
seen. Thus Jacob was loved: and thus? 


Esau was hated, i conceive th it Hoseph, 


ealled Barsabas, who was sirnamed Justus, ' 
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(for whom and Matthias lots were Cast) was 
hated in as reali a sense as Esau; because 

aus 
when the lots were cast, Matthias was e 


: lec~ 
ted and Justus rejected as to the Avvstolie 
office. There would be the same propriety 


in saying, that God loved Matthias and ha. 
ted Justus, as there is in the exprese; 
that he loved Jacob and hated Been “the 
truth, therefore, is this, that only one of the 
two, Jacob or Esau, could be the prog ot 
itor cf Christ and first enjoy the spiritual 
privileges pertaining therete ; God saw fi 
that Jacob shculd be the person; this w a 
his love to Jacob: He saw fit that "lage 
19 the above, should be rejected oo 
his hatred to Esau. 
REMARKS, 

It is tru! y, to be regretted, that there have 
been and still are so many ady ra 
partial deity, whose designs, @ s his 
children, should be so very dissimilar. The 
temporal aul momentary diflerence of men 
in this mode of existence, are perfectly com 
patible with infinite wisdom and goodness ; 
because these differences are not only com 
sistent with, but necessary for the public u- 
tility. But if the evil of those, whom God 
hates, is to be endless ; it is certain that no 
good can be designed for such sufierers, for 
the endiess duration of their sufferings shuts 
out the possibility of good. Thus the ha- 
tred of God to man, terminating in their 
endless wret:hedness, must be inconsistent 
with every atribute of a perfectly good be- 
ing. 

The partiality of the deity, @écoraing t 
the aforementioned idea, not only respects 
persons, but their conduct likewise. ‘Thus 
an author, stiling himself, ‘one of your 
readers,’ in the Advocate of the 14th inst. 
says, that ‘ God approved of the whole con- 
duct’ of Rebecca and Jacob, and that this 
inust, by me, be acknowledged, unless, ‘1 
believe that God is partial.’ 

If i should grant that God approved of 
down right lying and deception in Jacob 
and Rebecca, and that he highly disapprov- 
ed of it in others; I should stand chargea- 
ble of imputing partiality and injustice to 
the Almighty ; but not in what we have as- 
serted, that God does and will reward eve- 
ry person (not excepting Rebecca and Jae- 
ob) according to their deeds. 

Rebecca and Jacob were severely punish- 
ed for their conduct relating to Esau, (Gen. 
XXvii. 45. xxx. xxxi. xxxii. &c.) T grent, 
that it was the divine intention that the cd 
er (i.e, Esau’ should serve the younger: }ut 
God never justified deception and lying 20 
Jacob or any oiher person. Therefore he 


; this was 


a 
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says, though Israel Were the only people, 


whom he knew, that he would punish them 
for all their abominations. 
Jacob’s being one of the elect,a* tis au- 


thor has suggested, is only a repetition of 


the same partiality of God, towards Jacob 
and his conduct, which we have already 
shown to be inadmissable. Though he were 
elected, in any sense in which this author 
can pretend, it must be vain to suppose,that 
such election could extenuate his guili, or 
that he might lawiully do evil that good 


might come; for evil lawfully committed | 


would not beevil. Hence it toliows, that 
Jacob’s lying and deception were, either no 
crimes at all, orif they were, that he was as 
surely punished for them, and God as really 
disapproved them as he ever did the same 
crimes in any other person. 

I find no where that Esau repented, as 
‘one of your readers’ has intimated. He 
found no place of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears. He did not 
repent, but sought repentance. Of whom 
did he seek it ? Not of himself, but of his 
Father. Bless me, even me also, O my 
Father, and Esau lift up his voice and wept. 
Isaac said to him, I heve blessed him (Jac- 
ob) yea and he shall be blessed, | cannot re- 
voke it. Thus Esau did not repent, but 
sought repentance in his Father’s breast ; 


but could not find it; his Father could not | 


revoke the blessing given to Jacob. 
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~ John ix. 4. The night cometh when no 


‘man can work. 


‘This you say, means the night of death, 
wherein nothing can be done. If you real- 
ly believe that this is the case ; do you act 
an honest part in setting forth that in anoth- 
er state of existence, sinners will without re- 
straint work wickedness with greedines ? 
And do vou now tell us that the night of 
death cometh wherein no man can work ? 
Brethren ; these words I think can have no 
reference to another state of existence. 

John viii. 24. For if ye believe not that 
I am he ye shall die in your sins. 

And this is not only applicable to the 


Jews but to every unbeliever ; for whosoev- 


er sinneth, must die in their sins ; for death 
is the appointed wages of sin. 

Hebrews vi. 4. For itis impossible for 
those who were once enlightened and have 


tasted of the heavenly gift and were made 


partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tast- 


ed of the good word of God and the powers 
-of the world to come ; if they shall fall a- 


way to renew them again to repentance. 
And chap. x. 26. For if we sin wilfully af- 


‘ter that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 


for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment, and fiery indignation which shall 
devour the adversaries. 

He that despised Moses law, died without 
mercy under two or three witnesses : of how 


Upon a reyiew of the whole, it appears, | much sorer punishment suppose ye,shall he 


that the characters and motives of Jacob. be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
and Esau have been truly delineated so far j foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
as we have gone, any thing ‘ by one of your ; blood of the covenant wherewith he was 
readers,’ to the contrary notwithstanding. | sanctified an unholy thing, and hath done 


The doctrine, that that which is a crime in 
one person is equally so in another,does not, 
I think, tend to infidelity. —Ep1ror. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 


Joun vii. 34. Ye shall seek me and’ 


shall not find me, and where [ am they can- 
not come. 
And this is proved a truth, for the Jews 


have sought Christ for about two thousand , 
‘byss. There are situations in the moral as, 
well as the natural world, which if sinned.a- 


years, and never will find him, in the way 
that they have expected, 

John iii. 36. He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life; but he that be- 
Jieveth not the Son, shall not see life: but 
(as long as he continueth in unbelief,) the 
wrath of God abideth on him. 

Although this scripture is often mention- 
ed as standing opposed to our belief; but in 
this our opponents are much mistaken, for 
we allow it in its fullest extent and mean- 
ing, 





despite unto the spirit of grace ? 4 
The doctrine conveyed to us in these 
passages of scripture is of the utmost impor- 
tance. For if there is such a thing as fal- 
ling away into such a state as to render it 
impossible to renew us again to repentance ; 
may the God of heaven, by his divine illu- 
minations direct our researches until we 


‘shall attain to a sufficient degree of under- 


standing to shun and pass the dreadful a- 


gainst cannot be regained by repentance. 
For as the murderer is in the natural world ; 
so, in some sense, is the treading under toot 
the blood of the covenant in the covenant. 


‘For as it was impossible for the murderer 


to be renewed or placed in a situation that 
he was before, by repentance ; so it is with 
one that hath done despite to the spirit of 


grace. 


To be renewed again to repentance, is to 
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make new: or regain a like standing to that 
in which we stood, when by repentance we 
first obtained a pardon. Judas, could not be 
renewed to repentance so as to escape the 
punishment that awaited him for his crime. 
Neither could Ananias and Saphira ; for 
they had sinned unto death. One may sin 
ignorantly atter having received the Knowl. 
edge of the truth, and obtain forgiveness ; 
but for known or wilful sins, there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice. And why? Be- 
cause the propitiation of Christ’s blood was 
for the remission of sins that are past. [le 
died not to purchase an indulgence of sin 
after being made a partaker of the Holy 
Ghost. For wilful sins there remaineth no 
more sacrifice but a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment, and fiery indignation that 
shall devour the adversaries. 

(The adversaries that shall be devoured 
by the judgment and fiery indignation, 1s 
whatever is contrary to a life of holiness.) 

But that the destruction here mentioned 


_is not total or final, but a sore punishment, 


and not endless may be proved from scrip- 
tures on like occasions. And experience 
stands as a witness for the truth of God : 
that crimes wilfully committed by men en- 
lightened and renewed are not forgiven but 
are as certainly punished as committed, a- 
greeable to Psalms Ixxxix. 30, 31, and 32. 
{f his children forsake my laws, and walk 
not in my judgments; if they break my 
Statutes, and keep not my commandments ; 
then will I visit their transgressions with a 
rod, and their iniquity with stripes. 

(Nevertheless my loving kindness will I 
not utterly take from him, nor sufier my 
faithfulness to fail.) 

And for the punishment of his sins the 
Psalmist saith, The sorrows of death com- 

yssed me, and the pains of hell gat hold 
upon me : I found trouble and sorrow. And 
in Jer. ii. 19. Thine own wickedness shall 
correct thee ; and thy backslidings shall re- 
prove thee: know therefore and see, that it 
is an evil thing and bitter that thou hast 
forsaken the Lord thy God. 

Thess. i. 7, 8,9. And to you who are 
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven, with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who shall be punished with ever- 
jasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. 

When we say that a thing shall be des- 
troyed; we havea reference to the time 
when it will be actually done: but to say 








that a thing shall be destroyed with an ends 
less destruction is a contradiction in terms 
—because it is never destroyed. Conse. 
quently there must be a limited time to ac« 
complish a destruction. Therefore in the 
case that we have now under consideration, 
there is a necessity of understanding the 
word everlasting in its common use and sige 
nification in scripture, meaning an age or 
dispensation. 

Our Lord Jesus being one with God, who 
is a consuming fire, and his ministers also, 
who are a flame of fire, it is proper that he 
so manifest or reveal himself to his crea. 
tures. And to those who are found pollut- 
ed with their sins, his presence will be their 
punishment. For their punishment and 
their destruction proceeds from the presence 
of the Lord and trom the glory of his pow- 
er. 

If God is unchangeable in his nature and 
aitributes, and immensity is now filled with 
his presence ; then there is no place or ever 
will be, into which the wicked can be cast 
to be out of his presence ; nor is it proper 
that there should be; for from a sense of 
his presence and the flaming’ insupportable 
glory of his power, the torment of the wick- 
ed proceeds, 

No doubt but they would gladly flee from 
that Eye, whose keen penetration pierces 
their souls; and this is the vengeance that 
he takes. Love being stronger than dexth, 
we may be assured of its' victory.s and that 
evil shall be finally overcome with good. 
And if our God is also a consuming fire, 
whatever is contrary to the nature of his ho- 
liness must be destroyed, in the day of the 
manifestation of his presence and power. 
For that wicked shall be consumed by the 
spirit of the Lord, and be destroyed by the 
brightness of his coming. 

Revelation, xx. 15. And whosoever was 
not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire. 

Under a law consideration the whole hu- 
man family was dead—for to be carnally 
minded is death—and the carnal mind not 
being subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be—so death, (or the sentence of 
death) passed upon all men—for that all 
‘men have sinned—therefore when the dead 
‘small and great stood before God to be jud- 
ged, according to the things written in the 
| books of the law and the prophets, not a liv- 
‘ing one was found among the vast family of 
| Adam—therefore were not found written m 
the book of life. Now judge ye, whose lot 
must it be to be cast into the Take of fire. 





| Let us not be surprised at the idea, thas 
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when the elements shall melt with fervent ; 


heat ; every thing that is conposed of the 
four elements,and hath partaken of its curse, 
must undergo the like refining. 


S. M. ROSE. 





Extract, from an Address to professed 
Christians—By John Campbell. 


The subject of the Atonement examined. 


Permit me now to submit to your most 
serious consideration, another subject of re- 
ligions belief, respecting whicha great di- 
versity of opinions prevails among religious 
professors ; and on which all cannot be e- 
qually right, viz. The Atonement. All that 
I ask isto admit the same three proposi- 
tions as on the former subject, and apply 
them as we proceed. 


The Scripture view of the subject advanc- 
ed and explained. 


For the right understanding of the sub- 
ject, let it be observed, that the Greek 
word translated atoncment,is the same that 
is almost always rendered reconciliation.— 
It is never translated atonement in the new 
Testament, except in Rom. v.10, and there 
it is in the margin rendered reconciliation; 
and in the text, we are said to receive it.— 
© We joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received tie 
atonement.” 

It swpposes a variance to subsist between 
two parties, but made one again by recon- 
ciliation. The scripture givesus a distinct 
account of the parties at variance, the na- 
ture, means, and end of the reconciliation. 
That the parties are God, onthe one side, 
and man on the other seems admitted by all. 
That the cause of the difference is sin on 
the part of man, which has alienated him 
from God, is as generally admitted as the 
former. 

Many also are willing to admit, that God 
is unchangeable in goodness, no change can 
have taken place upon him, and as the 
change is wholly in man, the reconciliation 
must consist in delivering him from sin 
with all its consequences. ‘To effect this 
three things seem necessary ; “ That men 
should obtain the knowledge of salvation 
for the forgiveness of sins ; by the exemp- 
lary influence of the sufferings of Christ 
they might cease from sin ;” and that be- 
ing made free from sin they’ might become 
servants of righteousness unto holiness, 

This subject is presented to our view in 
the new Testament under the greatest va- 
riety of forms, and in all of them its impor- 
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tance, necessity, and extent, are particular- 
ly pressed upon our atteution. 

In tst Cor. v. 17,13, 19, Paul gives us 
a most impressive view of it; “ If any man 
be in Christ, heisa new creature: old 
things are passed away ; behold all things 
are become new. Andall things are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to himselt by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the min< 
istry of reconciliation ;” to wit, that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them, and hath committed unto usthe word 
of reconciliation ; 20, “ Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us, we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled unto God.” 

In this passage, that we ‘may assign it to 
its true author, and perceive its universal 
effects upon the subjects of it, itis called a 
New Creation, without which no profession 
of belonging to Christ can be of any avail. 
It is asserted that it is all of God ;—that it 
consists in his reconciling ws to himself.— 
That he does so, by employing Jesus Christ. 
That he also imparted to the apostles of 
Christ this service, that they might carry it 
on after his ascension into heaven. ‘The 
doctrine ofscripture here advanced as ex- 
pressive of this subject is, that “ God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto hime 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. ‘Thatthe means by whichthis work 
is effected is divine truth, addressed to men, 
and therefore he committed unto the apus- 
tles the word of reconciliation. Being em- 
ployed in this duty, and fitted for the dis- 
charge of it, (the word of reconciliation be- 
ing committed unto them,) they proceeded 
in their work with authority and earuest- 
ness ; and in addressing their fellow men, 
they did it “ As though God did bescech 
by them,” and the sum of all they said, was 
** Be ye reconciled unto God.” In passages 
where the subject is presented in a differ- 
ent manner, the same view of it is uniform- 
ly given. John iii. 16, “ God so beloved 
the world that he gave his only begotten 
son, that whosoever believeth in him, might 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” Is 
not everlasting life connected here with be- 
lieving ? And does not believing necessari- 
ly relate to truth declared as the subject of 
belief ? Rom. x. 14, and is not the love of 
God declared to be the sole cause of send- 
ing his sonto make known that truth by 
which men are reconciled unto him ? 

As reconciling men unto God was the 
end he had in view in the gift of his son, so 
we find that Christ had the same end in his 
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view in giving himself for us, Eph. v. 25, 
26, 27,‘ “ Christ loved the church, and gave 
himself for it, that he might sanctify and 





cleanse it, with the washing of water by the 


word, that he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrin- 
kle, or any such thing, but that it should be 
holy, and without blemish. That it is by 
the word of Christ, that men are purified, 
sanctified or cleansed, is evident from every 
page of scripture. Jesus, addressing his 
disciples before his death, says, John xv. 3, 
“ Now ye are clean through the word which 
I have spoken unto yon.” 

Is the effect of reconciliation to God cal- 


led a new birth? Then we are “ begotten 


by the word of truth.” “ Born of the in- 
corruptible seed of the word.” When the 


activity which its enjoyment excites is pre-' 


sented to our view, then “ ye have purified 
your souls by obeying the truth.” “ Bles- 
sed are they that do his commandments, 
that they may have a right to the tree oflife, 
and may enter in through the gates into the 
city.” 

Since the revelation of the gospel is whol- 
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ure, to all the sufferings which the damneq fe 
hell suffer through eternity, as ifhe had been 
the very person, that had committed al] the 
murders, thefts, and crimes, that ever were 
committed in the world. That the wrath of 
God was exhausted upon him = The Jay 
had its full demands to the last mite from 
him, and that it is on this account alone that 
men are saved from the wrath of God, and 
the torments of hell forever. That he rave 
this full satisfaction, not only for those who 
had lived and committed sin, but also for 
those who shall be born to the latest age of 
the world, yea, even for such as die in ip. 
fancy, who, although they have done no ac. 
tion good or bad, yet come into the world 
laden with the guilt of Adam’s first sin, 
which is equally damning in its nature, as 
actual crimes of the vreatest enormity ! 

| Let the supporters of this system produce 
lif they can, any explicit proof from scrip. 
‘ture in support of it. If they cannot, let 
| them assign a reason if it be possible, why 
the réconciliation of men to God is so fre- 
quently stated, and vindicated, and its im- 
| portance pointed out; and no expression to 


ly of God, since he sent his son to publishit be found which says in direct terms; 
to the world in his doctrine, to examplify it |“ Christ pacified the Father’s wrath ;”— 
in his life and character, and to confirm it “ Became our substitute ;”—Paid the debt 
by his death ; and since itis by his appoint-| which we had contracted ;—that our sins 
ment, that it is to be made known to all na-. were imputed to him ;—and his _righteous- 
tions for the obedience of faith ; with what. ness is imputed tous. No such expressions 
propriety does the apostle say, “ All is of are to be found in the word of God. 
God.” “ By grace are ye saved through; If then these expressions are not to be 
faith, and not of yourselves, it is the gift of found in scripture, the doctrine which they 
God.” ' support is no part of the christian religion, 
Lhe modern doctrine of Atonement stated ; for by our first proposition, it is wholly the 
and shewn to be inconsistent with scrip-| subject of divine revelation. 
ture. And if these terms are necessary to ex- 
Let us now take a view of the sentiments ! press this doctrine, (which eertainly they 
which are generally heid, and dignified with ; are,) then is there reason to believe that 
the name of the doctrine of the Atonement. | God never intended to teach it, else he 
We are afraid that no terms which wecan | surely would have employed the terms 
select, will express it, so as that all who} which are most fitted to express it. Thus 
hold that doctrine in substance will admit ; | it is also condemned by our second propo- 
for we are aware that it is held by its nu-} sition. 
merous supporters, with various shades of| ~ Further, as this doctrine is directly op- 
difference. | posed to the reconciliation of men by Je- 
The supporters of this doctrine assert, sus Christ, as taught in scripture, it is also 
that God cannot, or will not pardon one sin opposed to our third proposition ;_ which is, 
without a plenary, o1 full satisfaction to his,“ That there are no contradictions in the 
justice, and payment of the debt which the word of God.” 
sinner has contracted ; and inorder that; But as the supporters of this unscriptural 





the debt might be payed, and justice satis- doctrine, are anxious to defend it at all e- 
fied, Christ stept forward and became the vents, we shall pay a little more attention 
surety to the Father. That in consequence | to the arguments by which it is defended. — 
of this engagement, he became a substitute | It cannot be supported by the infinite evil 
of sin, and Christ enduring the wrath 
of God. 

It is said that every sin is an infinite ¢- 


for men, in consequence of which, all their 
sins were imputed to him, and he suffered 
the revenging wrath of God, equal in meas- | 
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vil, and must necessarily draw down infi- 
nite wrath ; and until this wrath be appeas- 
edthere can be no salvation. I would to 
God that every man had sucha view of sin, 
and its offensiveness to God, as would in- 
fluence him to hate and forsake it ; but I 
well know, that it is only the scripture view 


wrath is predicted of him, it must be con- 
sidered, as consistent with his nature which 
is love. 4 

If sin be the cause of the wrath in God 
and if the death of Christ only could pacify 
it, may we not expectto hear of God being 
all wrath until that event took place, but all 





of it, that will produce proper efiects upon kindness and reconciliation after it? But 
the mind. Does the scripture any where | is this the representation which the seri ture 
say that every sin is an infinite evil? If gives? Let any one read the book of Pealms 
so, then it would follow, that there could be and he will there see that the lovin kind- 
no degrees of guilt, every sin would be alike. ness and the mercy of the Lord are ! poken 
It would also follow, that a poor, weak, fi-' of in language of rapture and sdusipatidle 
nite being could perform infinite acts ; and “ The Lord is good to all, and his tender 
it would also follow upon the principles mercies are over all his works.” 145, 9.— 
held by the supporter of these sentiments, : Does this look like a person all wrath and 
that even admitting Christ’s satisfaction to be , needing to have it appeased ? In the 130th> 
infinite, it could only be equal in magnitude Psalm, the very case is supposed upon 
to one sin, and what would be the conse- which the modern doctrine of the seas: 
quence ? Remission upon that footing could ment rests, and let every one remark the dif- 
never be obtained. ferent conclusions. “If thou, O Lord 
With regard to the wrath of God, so of- shouldst mark iniquity, O Led who tould 
tan spoken of and which holds so con-'stand.”” What is it that relieves the mind 
spicuous a place inthe system we are ex-: of the psalmist ? Is it that there is a substi- 
amining, we ought to conceive of it accor- tute to endure his wrath, very far from it 
ding to the scripture representation of the “ But there is forgiveness with thee that thou 
subject. Wrath, or anger can only be ap- mayest be feared.” 
plied to himin a consistency with his other; Inthe new Testament instead of repre- 
perfections. Even among men, we observe senting God as having his anger pacified,we 
this rule in judging. When we read of the. are assured that in proportion as men’s ri- 
wrath of some of the eastern despotic rulers; vileges have been enlarged, so to sin te av 
of the wrath of a tyrannical slave holder ;_ God, is proportionally a greater crime. It 
and of the wrath of an enlightened, prudent, assures us “ That indignation and wrath 
affectionate father; still the word is the tribulation and anguish shall be upon eve 
same, and there is a propriety in its appli- ery soul of man that doeth evil.” That 
cation toeach ofthese characters, but where the wrath of God is revealed from heaven | 
is the man that wou!d attach the same idea against all ungodliness, and unrighteousness 
toit, and expect the same efiects to arise of men.” And lest any should say that 
out of it,in the three cases supposed ¢ The these are the reprobate, who are hs be t 
paves of history shews us, that the powerful misery, but that those um whom Christ died 
despot would vent his wrath by putting to have never been, and can never be the ob 
death with the most barbarous cruelty mul- jects of his wrath, Paul writing to the E h ‘ 
titudes who are the objects of it. The slave sian church, says of them, aad, includes hice 
holder manifests cruelty allied to it, butup- self ; “ we were by nature the children of 
ona smaller scale. But tell me yethat are wrath even as others.” Does not thisteach 
fathers, and have been in anger at your us, that every man, while in a state of on 
children’s disobedience, whether this pas- beliefand disobedience, is exposed to the 
sion in you will not produce very different wrath of God ? even although according t 
effects. Is not the punishment of your the supposition of our opponents it has boon 
children intended to reclaim them? Does it pacified ? Can there bea greater ebinteadic. 
give you satisfaction either to inflict suffer- tion ? Has the debt been all paid, and yet 
ings upon them, or to see them suffer? Does does it still stand in full force against a 
any thing give you greater pleasure than to debtor? Is the wrath pacified and et 
forvive your offending children, upon their ready to seize the very persons for whom it 
thorough repentance ? And does notthe was pacified ! és 


scripture assure us, that tothe Lord our, — 
Gc d belong mercies and forgivenessthrough' How excellent is thy loving kindness, O 
we have sinned against him. Do not the God! therefore shall the children of men 


-scrptuces abundantly prove that God is dove, put their trust under the shadow of thy 
and that he is unchangeably so? When wings. Psalms. 


















‘ec 


> «% +% 
ee Oe 
ss 


5 
j 
4 





$68 


"From the London Literary Magazine. 
THE DEAD MOTHER-A JIALOGUE 
Persons—F aruer and Cuibp. 


F.—Touch not thy mother, boy—thou canst 
not wake her, 

C.—Why, father? she still wakens at this 
hour. 

F.—Your mother’s dead, my child. 

C. And what is dead? 

If she be dead, why then ’tis only sleeping, 

For L am sure she sleeps. Come mother, | 
rise. 

Her hand is cold ! 

F. Her heart is cold, her limbs 
Are bloodless, would that mine were so! 

C.—If she would waken, she would soon | 

be warm. 
Why is she wrapt in this thin sheet? If I 
This winter morning were not covered bet- 
ter, 
I should be cold like her. 

F. No—not like her 5; the fire 
Might warm you, or thick clothes, but her, 
Nothing can warm again ! 

C. If { could wake her, 

She would smile on me as s’ € always does, 
And kiss me. 
long, 

Her face is pale, and it would frighten me, 

But that I know she loves me. 

F. Come, my child. 

C.—Once, when I sat upon her lap, I felt 
A beating et her side, and then she said 
It was her heart that beat, and made me feel | 
For my own heart, and they both beat alike, 
Only mine was the quickest.—And I feel 
My own heart yet, but her’s I cannot feel. 

F.—Child! child! you drive me mad— 
Come hence, I say. 
C.—Nay, father, be not angry! let me stay 
Here till my mother wakens. 
F. I have told vou, 
Your mother cannot wake, not in this world, 
But in another she will awake for us, 
When we have slept like her, then we shall 
see her. 
C. Would it were night then! 
F, No—uthappy child! 
Full many a night shall pass, ere thon canst 
sleep 
That last long sleep—Thy father soon shall 
sleep it 5 
Then thou wilt be deserted upon the earth ; | 
None will regard thee: thou wilt soon forget 
That thou hadst natural ties—an orphan lune, 
Abandoned to the wiles of wicked men, 
An@d women still more wicked. 
C. Father! father! 





Mother you have slept too | 





Why do you lovk so ierribly upon me, 
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You will not hurt me? 
F. Hurt thee, darling >—No! 
oe yond Pec so much of anger, 
at it should fright my boy? C 
est, come. Bre a eet Oe 
C.—You are not angry, then ? 
F’.—Too well I love you. 
C.—All you have said I cannot now re. 
member, 
Nor what it meant—you terrified me so, 
But this I know you told me—i must sleep 
Before my mother wakes—-so, to-morrow— 
O Father ! that to-morrow were but come! 


nt, 





Remarkable Ingenuity....Wonderfal skil} 
in the use of the scissors has been lately ex- 
hibited Ly a Miss Brengle at Georgetown, 
N. C. Ina piece of paper an inch square, 
she cut out the letters that compose theLord’s 
prayer, ina style of elegant typography, 
Every letter was accurately formed. 





By a Russian Ukase of the Ist of June, 
all Christians are prohibited from entering 
into the service of the Jews. 

The existing Wars are those between 


ithe Turks and Greeks, the Spaniards and 


Mexicans and South Americans, and the 
Portuguese and Brazilians. 


TO PATRONS. 

The Editor of this Paper, returns his 
grateful acknowledgments to those who have 
seen proper to extend to him their patron- 
age ; but regrets, that many are in arrears 
for the whole year, and very many for the 
last half year. The terms of this paper are 
half yearly in advance—AND THESE ARE 
THE ONLY TERMS upon which we can pros- 
per in the publication. Therefore, all, who 
are in arrear will “ strengthen the hands”’ 
of the Editor, and “ gladden the heart” of 
the Printer, by immediately making their re- 
mittances, postage paid. 

At the close of this volume, we shall send 
an extra number of this Paper to all sub- 
scribers, who may not have renewed their 
subscription, by engaging the 2d volume— 
and all those who do not wish to continue it, 
will please enclose back the paper to us. 

Buffalo, November 28, 1823. 
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